
MONTGOMERY COUNTY SUPERVISORS MINUTES 

March 12, 2009 

 

 The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors met in quorum, 

Thursday, March 12, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. at the courthouse for their regular 

meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bryant Amos.  

There was a roll call of members with Supervisors Amos, Glen Benskin, 

Karen Blue, Steve Ratcliff, and Donna Robinson present. 

 Motion to approve the agenda by Benskin, second by Ratcliff.  Roll 

call:  Yes: Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson.  No:  None. Motion 

carried.   

 After roll call, the Chairman recessed the regular meeting and went 

into the public hearing for the Fiscal Year 2010 county budget.  The 

Chairman called for public comment.  Having no oral or written comments, 

the Chairman closed the public hearing and moved back into regular session. 

 Motion by Ratcliff, second by Benskin to approve the Fiscal Year 

2010 budget as presented with the elected officials salaries remaining the 

same as Fiscal Year 2009 at the following amounts: Attorney, Auditor, 

Recorder and Treasurer, $43,060; Sheriff, $55,597; Supervisors, $18,673; 

Supervisor Chair, $19,173;  and tax levy rates per $1,000 of valuation at the 

following rates: General Basic, $3.50; General Supplemental, $2.42; Mental 

Health, $.85640; Rural Services Basic, $3.95; Rural Services Supplemental, 

$1.09; Debt Service, $.0235.  Roll call: Yes: Robinson, Amos, Benskin, 

Blue, Ratcliff. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Motion by Blue, second by Robinson to approve Resolution 09-5, 

Adopting Budget, read as follows:  

WHEREAS, IA Code 331.434(5) requires that after a budget hearing, the 

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors shall adopt by resolution a 

budget and certificate of taxes, and; 

WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors has met the 

budget publication requirements in IA Code 331.434(3) through publication 

in the Red Oak Express on 2/24/09 and the Villisca Review/Stanton Viking 

on 2/26/09, and; 

WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors has met the 

budget hearing requirements in IA Code 331.434(3) and 331.434(4) through 

the public hearing held on 3/12/09 at 6:00 P.M.; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on the 12
th
 day of March 2009, that the 

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts by resolution the 

attached Adoption of Budget and Certification of Taxes for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2009 and ending June 30, 2010.   



 
 

In discussion, the Board thanked the department heads for their hard work 

and support through the budget session.  Roll call: Yes: Amos, Benskin, 

Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Minutes of the March 10, 2009 canvass were approved as read. 

 The Chairman called for public comments.  There were no audience 

comments. 

 There were no Supervisors committee updates at this time.   

 Roadside Manager Damien Bond was present to update the Board on 

his use of Iowa Workforce employees for roadside clearing.  He stated they 



were working out very well, and all wages are paid through Iowa 

Workforce.  He also stated that the Workforce employees are using a 2005 

used chipper rented by Iowa Workforce which can be purchased at the 

completion of the rental period, with the rent applied to the purchase.  The 

Board agreed it was a good purchase option. 

 Engineer Brad Skinner gave the Secondary Roads update.   He stated 

he had completed the interview process for the open truck driver position.  

He has been in discussion with the RAGBRAI representatives regarding the 

road conditions and possible improvements. 

 Sheriff Joe Sampson presented a brief update to the Board on the jail 

progress.  He said that new screening is going into the cells and that the 

audio system that was installed is working very well.  Sampson has 

contacted state and federal legislators regarding funding for new jails.  He 

said he had received some information on possible grants or loans through 

the USDA. 

 Auditor Joni Ernst presented a brief update on the proposed telephone 

system for the courthouse.  She stated that Avaya currently has a 10% 

savings on equipment resulting from a flood recovery promotion and an 

additional 5% savings for an economical stimulus promotion.  If financed, 

the system would be 0% interest over three years.  The Board had additional 

questions that Ernst will research and bring back for next week’s meeting. 

 At 6:30 P.M., the Chairman recessed the regular meeting and moved 

into public hearing on the disposal of county-owned right-of-way.  Having 

no written or oral comments, the Chairman closed the public hearing and 

moved back into regular session at 6:31 P.M. 

 In discussion, Gordon McAlpin of 3256 242
nd

 Street, Villisca, gave 

his proposal to the Board.  The Board accepted the bid of $499.00.  Motion 

by Blue, second by Benskin to approve Resolution 09-6 read as follows: 

WHEREAS; the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors has proposed 

to dispose of county real estate legally described as “0.128 acres of Lot 1 

located north of the southernmost east-west boundary of the north 24.42 

Acres of Lot 2, all in the SW ¼ SW ¼ Section 11, Township 71, Range 36 

West of the 5
th

 P.M., (East Township) Montgomery County, Iowa,”  and; 

WHEREAS; the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors held a public 

hearing on March 12, 2009, at 6:30 P.M. to hear proposals on the sale of the 

property and any additional concerns, and; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY SUPERVISORS that the Board’s final determination of the sale 

of the above described property is as follows: Sale of the property to Gordon 

McAlpin and Joni McAlpin in the amount of $499.00. 



Roll call: Yes: Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos, Benskin. No: None. Motion 

carried. 

 Motion to receive the Recorder’s Report of Fees for February in the 

amount of $10,633.13 by Blue, second by Robinson.  Roll call: Yes: 

Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos, Benskin, Blue. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Motion to receive the Clerk of Court’s Report of Fees for February in 

the amount of $1,208.54 by Robinson, second by Ratcliff.   Roll call: Yes: 

Robinson, Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Motion to receive the Treasurer’s Ending Fund Balance in the amount 

of $3,641,517.30 by Benskin, second by Ratcliff.  Roll call: Yes: Robinson, 

Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Motion to approve the tax transfer from Rural Services Basic to 

Secondary Roads in the amount of $19,047.63 by Ratcliff, second by 

Benskin. Roll call: Yes: Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos. No: 

None. Motion carried. 

 Motion by Benskin, second by Robinson to approve the LOSST 

transfers in the following amounts:  Secondary Roads, $20.895.94; Public 

Safety, $2,611.99; Courthouse Repairs, $1,306.00; County Fair, $1,306.00. 

Roll call: Yes: Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson. No: None. Motion 

carried. 

 Motion by Ratcliff, second by Benskin to approve claims payable 

March 13, 2009, in the total amount of $143,319.10.  Roll call: Yes: 

Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Motion by Benskin, second by Robinson to approve payroll payable 

March 13, 2009 in the gross amount of $112,331.53, net amount $81,499.74.  

Roll call: Yes: Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos, Benskin. No: None. Motion 

carried. 

 Agenda items discussed for next meeting include Jail Inspector reply 

letter, Sunbest-Papetti master matrix, and courthouse phone system 

replacement. 

Motion by Benskin, second by Ratcliff to adjourn.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 P.M. 

 

 

BRYANT AMOS, CHAIRMAN 

 

 

ATTEST: JONI K. ERNST, AUDITOR 

 


